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Child and Family Services Reviews SWMEREp
Onsite Review Instrument Outcomes: Quick Reference Items List

Safety _
Safety QOutcome 1: Children are, {irst and foremost, protected from abuse and neglect. Bh[ld )
Jtem 1:  How timely is the agency in initiating investigations or reports of child maltreatment? End Fam “
Item 2:  How effective is the agency in preventing the recurrence of maltreatment?
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Services Reviews

Safety Outcome 2: Children are safely maintained in their homes whenever possible and appropriate

ltem 3: How effective is the agency in providing services, when appropriate, to prevent removing children from their
homes?

Item 4: How effective is the agency in reducing the risk of harm to children, including those in foster care and those who
receive services in their own homes?

Permanency

Permanency Outcome 1: Children have permanency and stability in their living situations

Item's: How effective is the agency in preventing multiple entries of children into foster care?

Item &  How effective is the agency in providing placement stability for children in foster care (that is, minimizing
placement changes for children in foster care)?

Item7:  How effective is the agency in determining the appropriate permanency goals for children on 2 timely basis when
they enter foster care? |

Ttem 8  How effective is the agency in helping children achieve, in a timely manner, permanency goals of reunification,
gnardianship, or permanent placement with relatives?

Item9:  How effective is the agency in achieving timely (within 24 months or less) adoption when that is appropriate for the
child?

Item 10: How effective is the agency in establishing timely planned permanent living arrangements for children in foster
care who do not have the goal of reunification, adoption, guardianship, or permanent placement with relatives?

Permancncy Outcome 2: The continuity of family relationships and connections is preserved for children

Item 11: How effective is the agency in placing foster children close to their birth parents or their own communities or
counties?

Item 12: How effective is the agency in keeping brothers and sisters together in foster care?

Item 13: How effective is the agency in planning and facilitating visiting of children in foster care with their parents? How
effective is the agency in planning and facilitating visiting among siblings placed separately in foster care?

Ttem 14: How effective is the agency in preserving important connections for children in foster care, such as connections to
neighborhood, community, faith, family, tribe, school and friends?

Ttern 15  How effective is the agency in identifying relatives who would care for children entering foster care, and using
them as placement resources when appropriate?

Item 16: How effective is the agency in promoting or helping to maintain the parent-child relationship for children in
foster care, when it is appropriate to do so?

Child and Family Well-Being

Child and Family Well-Being Outcome 1: Families have enhanced capacity to provide for their children’s needs

Item 17: How effective is the agency generally in assessing and providing services to meet the needs of children, parents,
and foster parents?

Item 18: How effective is the agency in involving parents and children in the case planning process?

Item 19: How effective is the agency in conducting face-to-face visits as often as needed with children in foster care and
those who receive services in their own home?

Item 20: How effective are agency workers in conducting face-to-face visits as often as needed with parents of children in
foster care and parents of children receiving in-home services?

Child and Family Well-Being Outcome 2: Children receive appropriate services to meet their educational needs
Item 21: How effective is the agency in addressing the educational needs of children in foster care and those receiving
services in their own homes? '

Child and Family Well-Being Qutcome 3: Children receive adequate services to meet their physical and mental health needs

Item 22: How effective is the agency in identifying and addressing the physical health and medical needs, including dental
needs, of children receiving in-home and foster care services?

Item 23: How effective is the agency in identifying, assessing, and addressing the behavioral, emotional, and mental health
needs of children receiving in-home and foster care services?



Child and Family Services Reviews
Systemic Factors: Quick Reference Items List

Statewide Information Svstem:
Item 24:  How effective is the State’s statewide information system in readily identifying the legal status,
demographic characteristics, location, and goals for the placement of every child who is (or within
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the immediately preceding 12 months, has been) in foster care? Services Rsvlews

Case Review Svstem: ‘

Item 25: How effective is the State in ensuring that each child has a timely written case plan that is developed jointly with
the child’s parents?

Item 26: How effective is the State in conducting the periodic review of the status of each child, no less frequently than once
every 6 months, either by a court or by administrative review?

Item 27: How effective is the State in ensuring that each child in foster care has a permanency hearing in a qualified court or
administrative body no later than 12 months from the date the child entered foster care and no less frequently than
every 12 months thereafter?

Item 28: How effective is the State in filing for termination of parental rights (TPR) when a child is in foster care for 15 of 22
months unless there is a compelling reason not to file, in accordance with the provisions of the Adoption and Safe
Families Act?

Item 29:  How effective is the State in ensuring that foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative caregivers of the children
in foster care receive notice of reviews or hearings held with respect to the children in their care, and have an

opportunity to be heard?

Qrualitv Assurance Svstem:
Item 30: How effective has the State been in developing and implementing standards to ensure that children in foster care are

provided quality services that protect their safety and health?

Item 31: How effective is the State in operating an identifiable quality assurance system that evaluates the quality of
services, identifies strengths and needs of the service delivery system, provides relevant reports, and evaluates
implemented program measures?

Stafl and Provider Training:

Item 32: How effective is the State in providing and ensuring completion of adequate inifial training for staff who provide
child welfare services?

Item 33: How effective is the State in providing and ensuring completion of adequate ongoing training for staff that
addresses the skills and knowledge base needed to carry out their duties?

Item 34: How effective is the State in providing and ensuring completion of adequate training for current or prospective
foster parents, including relative caregivers, adoptive parents, and staff of State licensed or approved facilities, that
addresses the knowledge needed to carry out their duties?

Service Arrav and Resource Development:

Item 35: How effective is the State’s array of services in meeting the needs of the children and families it serves, including
in-home and foster care cases?

Item 36: To what extent are services accessible to families and children in all jurisdictions in the State?

Item 37: How effectively does the State individualize, or tailor, services to meet the unique needs of children and families?

Accency Responsiveness to the Community:
Item 38: How effectively does the State engage in ongoing consultation with tribal representatives, consumers, service

providers, foster care providers, the juvenile court, and other public and private child-and-family-serving agencies in
order to include these stakeholders’ major concemns in its State plan?

Item 39: How effectively does the agency develop, in consultation with the individuals or organizations identified in item 38,
annual reports of progress and services delivered pursuant to the State’s Child and Family Services Plan?

Item 40: How effectively does the State coordinate its services or benefits with the services or benefits of other Federal or
federally assisted programs serving the same population?

Foster and Adoptive Parent Licensing, Recruitment. and Retention:

Item 41: How effectively has the State implemented licensing or approval standards for foster family homes and child care
institutions that ensure the safety and health of children in foster care?

Item 42: How effective is the State in applying its foster care standards to all licensed or approved foster family homes or
child care institutions receiving title IV-E or IV-B funds?

Item 43: How effective is the State in conducting criminal background clearances on prospective foster and adoptive
parents before licensing or approving them to care for children?

Item 44. How effectively has the State implemented a process for ensuring the diligent recruitment of potential foster and
adoptive families that reflect the ethnic and racial diversity of children needing foster and adoptive homes?

Item 45:  How effectively does the State seek out and use families who live in other jurisdictions (for example, out of State)
to facilitate timely adoptive or permanent placements for waiting children?
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CFSR Summary (Second round) — Results from lowa’s CFSR (as presented in Final Report) and Average State Results (32 States)

-~ lowa Average State e
Statewide % Performance €
Item 6: Stability of foster care
placement (Stable at the time of the
. : d h .
onsite review and any changes in 62.5% 729%

placement were in the best interest
of the child and consistent with
achieving the permanency goal
ltem 7: Permanency goal for child
(Appropriate goals were established 64% 64% 43-93%
in a timely manner)
Item 8: Reunification, guardianship,
or permanent placement with
relatives {Concerted efforts were 64% 67%
made, or are being made, to achieve
the goal in a timely manner)
Item 9: Adoption (Concerted efforts
were made, or are being made, to
achieve a finalized adoption in a
timely manner)

ltem 10: APPLA (Concerted efforts to
ensure the child is prepared for the

transition to independent living and
that the child is in a “permanent”
living arrangement where there is a
commitment by all parties that the
child remain in that placement until

the age of majority)

59% 37% 18-64%

50% 67%




(e1e11dosdde uaym sanne|ad

%IL %9L Yam pj1yd aoe|d 01 SHOYS PaLIadU0))
Juswade|d sAI1R|3Y (GT Wy

(spuaii) ‘|ooyas ‘aqui
‘Ajwe) papualxa ‘yuey ‘Ajunwiwod
%78 %78 ‘pooysoqysiau 0} SUO0l1I3UU0D
ulejulew 03 apew SU04S Paladu0))
SU0I28UU0I SuIAIasaId HT Wa)

(sjuased pue ased
ut s8urqis yum Ajinujpuod ayowoud
01 Aujenb pue Asuanbauy juatoiyns
4O SI UOIIBYISIA 4NSUI 0] SLIOYD
paua2u0)) a4ed 1231504 ul s3ul|qls
pue sjuaied yum SulisiA SET way

%99 %99

(sBuqis ays yo
3U0 JO spaau 3y} 193w 0} Alessadau
%68 %ER sem uollesedas e ssajun aylado]
pade|d aie aled 121504 ul s3ul|qIs)
s3ul|qis yHm Juawade|d :ZT way

(D4 ut st p|iyd 3yY3 3|iym eI
ade} 0} 2dej ayeli|oey o) (s)ualed
ay31 01 y3noua aso|D uawaoe|d
2.2 1231504 JO AJIWIXO.d (LT Way

%L6 %56

. ualpjiyd 104 pantasaid
%/9 %G/, S1 SUOI}IRULOD pue sdiysuone(al
Ajiwey Jo AUnupuod sy :zd

aJuewlollad 9% 9pimalels

23ue
Y aje1s adesany emo|

way

(s@1e1s Z€) synsay aiels adesany pue (Hoday |eulq ul pajuasasd se) ¥S4D S,eMO| Wouy s3nsay — (punod puodas) Alewwins y¥s4d



CFSR Summary (Second round) — Results from lowa’s CFSR (as presented in Final Report) and Average State Results (32 States)

lowa Average State

It R
em Statewide % Performance

Range

Item 16: Relationship of child in care
with parents (Promote, support,
and/or maintain positive
relationships between the child and 67% 58%
his/her mother and father through
activities other than arranging for
visitation)




(s|eo8 asea jo
1ualaAalyde ajowoud pue ualp|iyo
3y} Jo Sulaq-||am pue ‘Aduauewad

‘A19)BS 31 aINsSuUa 01 JUBIDIYNS
ade ualp|iys ayj jo (s)iuased
3U1 pUe SI12)10MISED UBBIM]a( SUSIA
10 Ajljenb pue Asusnbau4) syusied
UM SHSIA 19310MISED 07 WY
(s|eo8 ased jo Juawaaaiyoe
ajowoud pue pjiys ayl jo Suiag-||am
pue ‘Adusuewuad ‘Ajajes sy} ainsua
%68-9C %EL %S9 0} JUBIdIYNS ale 3sed ayl ul (ual)ppiya
Y1 pue SJa)J10Mased uaamiaq
SUSIA Jo Alljenb pue Asuanbal4)
PIIY2 Ylm SHSIA J2)Y10MBSe) (6T Wal
siseq 8uio3uo
%GL-1T %ZS %61 ue uo Bujuueld 3ased ul JUSWIAJOAUL
Ajlwiey pue pjiy) :8T way
“Ajlwey 3Y3} YUM JUBWBA|OAUI
s, Aouade ayj 01 JueAl|Bl SANSSI
ay) ssaippe Ajalenbape pue sjeof
85eD aAsIyde 03 papiaoid S30IAIBS
pue passasse ale syualed 13)S0y
pue ‘sjusaed ‘pjiyd 4O SpaaN /LT way|
SpIs|uU s,uIp|Iyd
%St %0 119y3 10y apiaoad 03 Auoeded
paljueyus aney saljiwed :TgM

%0,-0Z %Eb %EY

%69-9¢ %08 %Sy

aduewolad o, apIMalels

?a8ue
Y 21e1s adelany emo|

way|

(s@1e3S Z€) synsay aiels a8esany pue (Joday [eul4 ul pajuasasd se) YS4D S,emo| wodj s} nsay — (punod puodas) Alewwing ¥Ys4)



CFSR Summary (Second round) — Results from lowa’s CFSR (as presented in Final Report) and Average State Results (32 States)

— lowa Average State L
Statewide % Performance g
WAB2: Children receive appropriate
services to meet their i |
e educationa 93% 87%
needs
ltem 21: Children receive appropriate
services to meet their educational 93% 87%

needs.

WB3: Children receive adequate
services to meet their physical and 88.1% 76%
mental health needs

Item 22: Physical health needs of the
child are addressed, including dental 94% 86%
health needs

Item 23: Mental/behavioral health

needs of the child(ren) are addressed 2% 76%




